“FIRST LIGHT”

Press Information


Director:  Jason Stone

Writer:  Jason Stone

Lead Cast:  
Stefanie Scott
Theodore Pellerin
Saïd Taghmaoui
Percy Hynes White
Kate Burton

Producers:  
Chris Ferguson
Michael Baker

Executive Producers:  
Patrick Roy
Christina Kubacki
Ben Silverman
Lisa Wolofsky
Brian Kavanaugh-Jones
Jeff Chao, Jianjun (Leo) Zheng
Justin Begnaud
Fernando Loureiro
Roberto Vasconcellos

Runtime:  89:59 minutes



Synopsis:  When ALEX LAINEY, a high school senior has an encounter with mysterious lights that have appeared over her small town, she begins to develop powers she can't explain or control. With no one else to turn to but SEAN TERREL, an old friend she still trusts, the two teens leave behind their normal lives and go on the run. As her powers grow stronger and more dangerous, Sean must decide whether staying with Alex and being at the center of human being's first contact with extra terrestrial life is worth dying for.




CAST BIOS

Stefanie Scott – “ALEX”
Nurturing an impressive body of work that encompasses film and television, Stefanie Scott is one of Hollywood's most promising young talents. Starring alongside Dermot Mulroney in Focus Features and Blumhouse Productions' summer hit Insidious: Chapter 3, Stefanie completed all of her own stunts in the film, which has grossed over $110 million worldwide. 
Utilizing her musical and acting talents collectively, Stefanie starred in Universal Pictures' feature film Jem and the Holograms playing lead keyboardist Kimber Benton. The film based on Hasbro's cult 1980s animated series, directed by Jon Chu and produced by Scooter Braun, re- imagines Jem amid the current hyperlinked social media era in a story of a small-town girl going from underground video sensation to global superstar with her three sisters. The film premiered on October 23, 2015. 
Stefanie also starred opposite Anna Camp and Sam Page in the independent thriller Caught, which was released at the 2015 L.A. Film Festival, and she had a supporting role in the recently released drama 1 Mile To You. She will soon be seen in Amazon Studios’ Beautiful Boy, starring Steve Carrell and Timothée Chalamet, and Jason Stone’s independent drama First Light. 
Her other recent credits include Voltage Pictures indie-revenge thriller I.T., playing Pierce Brosnan's daughter. The film focuses on successful owner of a private jet business who finds himself pitted against a disgruntled young I.T. consultant who begins stalking his daughter and using technology to threaten his family, business and life. She can also be seen in the Tim Roth and Billy Crudup-starrer Small Town Crime, which premiered at SXSW 2017.  

Théodore Pellerin – “SEAN”

Théodore Pellerin is a promising young actor that knows, by his talent, how to move the public, as much in a movie, on television and soon, on stage.

In 2013, Théodore gets his first contract in television with Sammy Azoulay’s role in 30 vies, show produced by Fabienne Larouche. He then participates in various television productions such as La Théorie du K.O., 19-2 and of course, the very popular youth program airing on Vrak.TV, Med. On the big screen, Théodore plays in numerous short films like Sigismond sans image, presented at the Cannes Festival in 2016. He also gets directed by Philippe Lesage in Les Démons, André Turpin in Endorphine, Samuel Matteau in SQUAT, Xavier Dolan in Juste la fin du monde et Kathleen Hepburn in Never steady never still. Théodore played in Chien de garde, feature film directed by Sophie Dupuis. He also starred in Jason Stone’s movie First light, playing Sean Terrel’s part. Recently, he got on a professional stage for the first time, in La Licorne’s 2016-2017 season in the play Yen, produced by Lab 87. This summer, Théodore will shoot once again with Philippe Lesage in the feature film Genèse, playing the part of Guillaume. 


Kate Burton – “KATE”

Kate Burton has amassed a wide range of credits in theatre, film and television. Most recently, Kate was nominated for an Emmy for her work as "Vice President Sally Langston" in Shonda Rhimes' ABC hit series SCANDAL. 
 
Recent film roles include AMOK, MARTYRS, DON'T LOOK BACK, MARIACHI GRINGO and Diane Bell's BLEEDING HEART with Jessica Biehl and Zosia Mamet, which was recently premiered at the 2015 Tribeca Film Festival. In addition, BAREFOOT with Evan Rachel Wood, Josh Radnor's LIBERAL ARTS;  2 DAYS IN NEW YORK from writer/director Julie Delpy; Danny Boyle's 127 HOURS with James Franco and the indie PUNCTURE with Chris Evans. Past film roles include: Remember Me (Alan Coulter), Max Payne (John Moore), What Just Happened (Barry Levinson), Celebrity (Woody Allen), The Ice Storm (Ang Lee), First Wives Club (Hugh Wilson), August (Anthony Hopkins), Big Trouble in Little China (John Carpenter), Unfaithful (Adrian Lynne), Swimfan (John Polson), Stay (Marc Forester), Sherrybaby (Laurie Collyer), Quid Pro Quo (Carlos Brooks). 
 
Past recurring television roles include her twice Emmy-nominated role of 'Ellis Grey' on ABC's GREY'S ANATOMY as well as CBS' Extant with Hallie Berry, CBS hit drama THE GOOD WIFE, FULL CIRCLE for DirectTV opposite Stacy Keach and Eric McCormack and the HBO series VEEP with Julia Louis Dreyfuss, the NBC series Grimm, NBC series REVOLUTION for JJ Abrams, The Practice, Law & Order and Rescue Me. Recent television guest star roles include Elementary, Madam Secretary, Law & Order SVU, The Closer, The West Wing, Law & Order: Criminal Intent, 100 Centre St., and Notes For My Daughter (Emmy award). Kate appeared in HBO's Empire Falls, Lifetime's Obsessed, Ellen Foster and Alice and Wonderland (PBS).
 
On stage, Kate has most recently appeared in PRESENT LAUGHTER on Broadway opposite Kevin Kline & Cobie Smulders and CYMBELINE at the Delacorte Theater in Central Park. Other recent performances include Arthur Miller's THE PRICE for the Centre Theatre Group in Los Angeles at the Mark Taper Forum, Chekov's THE SEAGULL at the Huntington Theatre in Boston and in Tom Stoppard’s HAPGOOD at the Williamstown Theatre Festival. In addition, she recently featured in a revival of Rodgers and Hammerstein's CAROUSEL with the New York Philharmonic that also aired on PBS.  She has also starred in the new A.R. Gurney play The Grand Manner at Lincoln Center Theatre, playing the legendary Katherine Cornell.  Previous theatre credits include the Tony Award winning musical Spring Awakening, the Williamston production of The Corn is Green directed by Nicholas Martin, starring opposite her son, Morgan Ritchie, and the City Center revival of Applause with Christine Ebersole. Kate was Tony nominated as the title character in The Constant Wife for the Roundabout Theatre, directed by Mark Brokaw and starred in The Water's Edge opposite Tony Goldwyn at the Second Stage Theatre.  She appeared as Olga in the critically acclaimed West End production of Three Sisters with Kristen Scott Thomas, directed by Michael Blakemoore. Kate received 2 Tony nominations in 2002 on Broadway for her title role in Hedda Gabler, directed by Nicholas Martin, and for the role of Mrs. Kendall in The Elephant Man, directed by Sean Mathias.  Kate has also starred on Broadway in The Beauty Queen of Leenane (also UK/Ireland tour), An American Daughter, Jake's Women, Wild Honey, Company, Doonesbury, Alice in Wonderland, Some Americans Abroad (Drama Desk nomination) and Present Laughter (Theater World Award).  She has appeared for eighteen seasons at Williamstown Theatre Festival.


Percy Hynes White – “OSCAR”
Percy Hynes White has been acting since the age of two, starting with performances in various short films in and around his hometown of St John’s, Newfoundland.  At nine years old, Percy was featured as the lead of the short film Winners, after which he went on to play leading roles in other shorts such as The Confessional, and Little Man, as well as the NTV TV pilot Slattery Street Crockers.  Percy appeared in Don McKellar’s The Grand Seduction, which premiered at the Toronto International Film Festival, 2013.   Percy has gone on to play memorable roles in projects ranging from major studio features such as the latest in the massively successful franchise Night at the Museum 3 for 20th Century Fox, to independent films like Milton’s Secret with Donald Sutherland, Rupture opposite Noomi Rapace, and as a lead in The Edge of Winter opposite Joel Kinnaman and Tom Holland.  Percy has played several recurring and guest star appearances on popular television series such as two seasons of Between for Netflix, Rookie Blue for ABC, Saving Hope for CTV, Murdoch Mysteries on CBC, and Defiance for Syfy.  Recent feature film credits include leading roles in Our House opposite Thomas Mann and Nicola Peltz, First Light directed by Jason Stone, and the lead role in the coming of age independent comedy Kook.  The feature film Cast No Shadow in which Percy played the lead role earned him two awards – the Best Actor title at the 2014 Atlantic Film Festival, as well as the Rising Star Award at the 2014 Edmonton International Film Festival.  Next up Percy will be starring in The Gifted opposite Stephen Moyer and Amy Acker, also directed by Bryan Singer this is the upcoming X-Men spin off series for Fox.



CREW BIOS


DIRECTOR:  JASON STONE
Jason grew up in Toronto, Ontario directing short films and music videos until moving to Los Angeles to attend the University of Southern California’s School of Cinematic Arts. While at USC, Jason produced Clear Cut, Simple – a short film set in war torn Iraq. The film screened at the SXSW and Tribeca Film Festivals garnering him a Student Emmy Award in March 2007. 

For his directing work, Jason was awarded the John Huston Fellowship, USC’s highest distinction for film direction. The financial stipend that accompanied the award helped Jason finance his thesis film, Tender As Hellfire, an adaptation of a chapter from Joe Meno’s critically acclaimed novel. The short, starring John Hawkes, went on to screen and win awards at film festivals in the US, Canada, the UK and Europe. Also while at USC, he made the short film, JAY AND SETH VS THE APOCALYPSE that he would later expand into THIS IS THE END for Columbia Pictures. The film starred James Franco, Seth Rogen, Jay Baruchel, Danny McBride, Craig Robinson and Jonah Hill and went on to gross over $100 million at the domestic box office 

Jason directed his first feature entitled THE CALLING for Sony Pictures Worldwide Acquisitions starring Susan Sarandon, Ellen Burstyn, Topher Grace and Donald Sutherland and most recently shot the pilot for the new Sy-Fy Original series Aftermath starring James Tupper and Anne Heche. 
 
Jason is represented at CAA by Jay Baker and Grandview Entertainment by Matt Rosen.


PRODUCER:  CHRIS FERGUSON – ODDFELLOWS PICTURES INC.

Chris Ferguson is the President of Oddfellows Pictures, founded in 2012.  Producing original feature films, Oddfellows has just finished production on its eighth film, Sweet Virginia that premiered at Tribeca Film Festival 2017, starring Jon Bernthal, Chris Abbott, Imogen Poots and Rosemarie DeWitt.  Other upcoming feature releases include the comedy Boundaries, starring Vera Farmiga and Christopher Plummer, the sci-fi action First Light starring Stefanie Scott, and the dramatic thriller Hollow in the Land, starring Dianna Agron.  Oddfellows also recently launched its boutique animation studio, Oddfellows Labs, developing projects for both television and online.

PRODUCER:  MICHAEL BAKER – BUNK 11 PICTURES
Michael Baker is an experienced film industry executive with expertise in distribution, marketing, development, production, sales and acquisitions, and general management. Michael’s contacts and relationships in Canada, the US and abroad are extensive and his reputation is first-rate. In an industry that combines business and creativity, Michael handles both sides with equal aplomb.
As Founder and Principal at Bunk 11 Pictures Inc., Michael is responsible for the company’s activities in all areas and the ultimate success of the company. With good business as a priority, Michael ensures a strong and varied slate of revenue-generating projects, a low overhead and a focus on the bottom line. Bunk 11 currently has several scripts in development, a number of projects as executive producer and a growing list of consulting clients.
In 2016, Michael produced the feature films FIRST LIGHT, with Chris Ferguson of Oddfellows Entertainment and director Jason Stone, being sold by CAA and Fortitude International, and AWAKENING THE ZODIAC, to be released worldwide by Sony. Michael produced the feature film ICE SOLDIERS, which Sony released worldwide in February 2014. He executive produced BACKCOUNTRY, starring Missy Peregrym and Eric Balfour, which has its world premiere at the Toronto International Film Festival in September, 2014. He also produced the Ottawa-shot feature film PENTHOUSE NORTH, starring Michael Keaton and Michelle Monaghan, directed by Joseph Ruben and sold by Lionsgate International, and SACRIFICE, starring Cuba Gooding Jr. and Christian Slater and sold by Voltage Pictures. He has Executive Produced several features including WEIRDSVILLE, YOUNG PEOPLE FUCKING, TEXTUALITY, EVERYTHING’S GONE GREEN and ONE DROP. He was also producer on the feature film SNAPPED, Co-Producer on FARCE OF THE PENGUINS, and Associate Producer on the film HALLOW’S END.



PRESS EXCERPTS

Variety
March 14, 2017:
http://variety.com/2017/film/asia/filmart-kirin-media-longzhilin-fund-1202009115/
FilMart: Kirin Media, Longzhilin Fund Set Diverse U.S.­China Film Slate 
By Patrick Frater
Stefanie Scott and Theodore Pellerin star in “First Light,” a young adult sci­fi feature written and directed by Jason Stone. The story follows teens who whose new supernatural abilities gets them into trouble with the authorities. Exhibit, Kirin and Longzhilin are financing the film with Chris Ferguson of Oddfellows and Michael Baker of Bunk 11 producing. Fortitude is handling foreign sales at FilMart, while Entertainment One (eOne) is set to distribute in Canada. Longzhilin will distribute in China.

Deadline Hollywood
August 15, 2016
http://deadline.com/2016/08/first-light-casting-stefanie-scott-theodore-pellerin-jason-stone-1201803688/
Stefanie Scott & Theodore Pellerin Step Into YA Feature ‘First Light’

EXCLUSIVE: Stefanie Scott and Theodore Pellerin have boarded Jason Stone’s YA sci-fi feature First Light, which he wrote and is directing in Ottawa. The pic follows a high school senior, Alex Lainey (Scott), who has an encounter with mysterious lights that appear over her small town. She soon develops dangerous, supernatural abilities and turns to her childhood friend Sean Terrel (Pellerin). The authorities target them and a chase ensues as officials try to discover the truth behind Alex’s transformation.
Exhibit, Kirin Media and Longzhilin are financing the film with Chris Ferguson of Oddfellows and Michael Baker of Bunk 11 producing. First Light secured its initial round of financing through the motion picture online marketplace, Slated. Serving as executive producers are Brian Kavanaugh-Jones of Automatik, Jeff Chao, Fernando Loureiro, Roberto Vasconcellos, Leo Zheng, Justin Begnaud and Ben Silverman. Rian Cahill and Marlaina Mah will co-executive produce. Fortitude is handling foreign sales, Entertainment One (eOne) will distribute in Canada and Longzhilin will distribute in China.
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